
BENEFITS OF LAND PRESERVATION

Open spaces, forests, nature, and farmland
are proven to drastically improve our quality of life in many ways

and provide economic benefits to the community.

• Stimulate the Local Economy
Preserved open space and farmland generate jobs, create revenue, and attract people to
spend money in the region through leisure tourism, agritourism, and ecotourism.

• Curb Property Taxes
Investment in open space is less costly to taxpayers due to the low maintenance needed for
open space versus the high costs for infrastructure such as utilities, schools, and public
services required for new development.

• Increase Property Values
Homes near open space, public parks, and farmland are consistently more desirable,
resulting in higher property values and resale interest.

• Safeguard Water Supply
Preserved lands like wetlands (compared to paved and other impermeable surfaces) provide a
natural system to continuously recharge groundwater, streams, reservoirs, and aquifers, filtering,
maintaining, and protecting our water supply in a cost-effective manner. Without them, taxpayers
would be forced to pay for engineered water filtration and treatment and face water conservation
mandates during periods of drought.

• Provide Stormwater Mitigation Services
Protected lands serve as a buffer against destructive natural events like storms, erosion, and
flooding, thereby safeguarding people and property and reducing the burden placed on local
man-made stormwater infrastructure to absorb and filter stormwater, runoff, waste, and pollutants.

• Conserve Wildlife Habitat
Protected lands promote biodiversity and provide a haven for a diverse array of plants and animals,
including threatened and endangered species.

• Reduce Air Pollution
Poor air quality and air pollution lead to a variety of health problems, damage buildings and plants,
create smog, and contribute to climate change. The retention and creation of forests naturally remove
significant amounts of air pollution, thereby contributing to environmental quality and health.

Economic Impacts:

Environmental Impacts:
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